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Migration and the Crisis of the Modern  
Nation State?

SERIES IN POLITICS

The anthology explores the interrelationship between 
migration and a supposedly existent crisis of the modern 
nation state. The argument of such a crisis is mainly 
used by the New Right to stimulate nationalist feelings 
and provoke hate and aggression. We, in contrast to 
this perception, argue that from a historical and current 
perspective, migration is not endangering the nation state, 
but rather changing the idea of a nation itself by redefining 
it. In historical as well as current case studies, the authors 
determine the political dangers of right wing demagogues, 
while emphasizing the chances, immigration is offering the 
progress of the nation state.
While it will be discussed how nationalism is impacting on 
the perception of migration, we also want to emphasize how 
it is perceived by the people in the specific regions, which 
are either confronted with migration or those which are 
not. The authors for the volume come from different fields, 
namely history and political sciences, and are consequently 
able to offer the reader a broad insight into the historical 
roots and the current consequences nationalism had or has 
on the perception and the local as well as global policies 
towards migration. The analysis of particular immigrant 
groups (e.g. North Koreans in post-war Korea, South 
Asians in the Emirates, Middle Eastern refugees in Europe, 
Hispanics in the United States) as well as a close reading of 
crisis related media (newspapers and other media in Europe 
and the US) will, all in all, establish a broad perspective, due 
to which the reader will be able to compare and connect the 
national events to a larger global picture.
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