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This book is an edited collection of seven chapters 
on the theme of ‘people and space interactions in 
different settings’. Using a variety of problems, 
it showcases a rich set of solutions to the global 
challenges of functional, sustainable and responsive 
habitats in both urban and rural environments. The 
book deals with cultural landscapes, sustainable 
housing settings, the environment and human 
response, spatial epidemiology, neighbourhood and 
health, and the subjectivity-objectivity continuum 
in man-environment research. The studies apply 
a variety of social research methods and strategies 
relevant to the study of human interaction with its 
environment. Collectively they serve as templates 
for direction in modern social science research 
methodology built on evidence-based scientific 
inquiry of the built environment. It can guide both 
young and seasoned researchers in considering 
appropriate responses to various social research 
problems, including assessing various options in 
research process innovation. A recurrent lesson from 
the individual studies, and significant contribution 
of the volume, is that each research endeavor needs 
to be based on a firm philosophical grounding as this 
goes a long way in determining the type of data to be 
collected, and the ways that they are analysed and 
interpreted. Taking a cross-disciplinary perspective, 
this edited collection should be of interest to 
scholars of geography, anthropology, sociology, 
epidemiology, urban planning, architecture, and 
above all environment-behaviour studies.
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