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These volumes by Tamanna Shah and Sonali Jha bring 
together scholars from across the world. By including 
academic research on LGBTQ+ identities from a diverse 
range of contexts, societies, and cultures, these volumes 
not only help develop a global perspective on this area 
of research but also recognize a global community of 
scholars with important and meaningful academic 
voices. 
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‘The Gendered Self: LGBTQ+ Narratives in Global 
Media, Volume I’ explores how media serves as a 
powerful arena for visibility, identity formation, and 
social change. Across global contexts, the chapters 
uncover how LGBTQ+ lives are framed, celebrated, 
silenced, or contested in television, film, news, 
advertising, and digital platforms. Contributors 
examine themes such as queer infrastructures in 
cinema, televised celebrations that disrupt tradition, 
the erasure and recovery of queer histories, and 
the lived experiences of Indigenous Two-Spirit 
and Māhū identities. Other chapters address the 
role of international law in shaping sexual rights, 
the tensions of representation in Muslim-majority 
societies, and the ways advertising and talk shows 
negotiate inclusivity. The volume concludes with a 
critique of how sitcoms both challenge and reassert 
patriarchal masculinity. The collection highlights 
that representation is never neutral. Media can 
validate identities, expand imaginaries, and amplify 
marginalized voices, yet it can also perpetuate 
stereotypes, erase histories, and reinforce exclusion. 
This volume brings these tensions into focus, 
revealing how the gendered self emerges at the 
intersection of culture, politics, and storytelling, and 
why media remains central to the global struggle for 
equality.  
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