
www.vernonpress.com

$ 119

€ 103

£ 90FLYPR12

In times of increased East-West confrontation and various global 
crises, it becomes increasingly clear that, for most people, the 
neoliberal restructuring of society has not resulted in greater freedom 
or a more self-determined lifestyle. Instead, we are experiencing a 
precarization of working and living conditions, rising isolation, and a 
widespread sense of political powerlessness linked to the rise of right-
wing governments, nationalist, and far-right forces in recent years. 
In light of these developments, it is especially important to take an 
unbiased look at concepts and practical models for alternative social 
and political change and to reflect on what lessons can be learned 
from historical events for today’s politics. The Soviet example appears 
particularly instructive, as the October Revolution of 1917 marked 
the start of a period of profound change in which a fundamentally 
different culture and education system emerged in just a few months 
and years. As this volume’s contributions demonstrate, the complex 
transformation process in the early years of the Soviet Union involved 
both the creation of new elements and the preservation of old ones.
As the interview with Kristen R. Ghodsee shows, figures like 
Alexandra Kollontai, through their progressive socialist theory and 
practice, brought about sweeping changes that extended beyond 
the sphere of production. They fundamentally transformed social 
life as a whole, especially gender relations, leading to significant 
improvements in living conditions – particularly for female workers 
– and achievements such as public childcare. The contributions and 
the interview with Dietmar Dath also explore the development of a 
new education system and the restructuring of art and culture, as 
well as their significance beyond the historical contexts in which they 
originated, continuing to influence today.
Through this, the volume aims to open new perspectives on the legacy 
of Soviet education, gender, and cultural policies and to provide 
insightful analyses and materials for researchers in disciplines such 
as educational sciences, history, art and cultural studies, literature, 
social and political science, anthropology, philosophy, and gender 
studies.
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