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WOMEN’S STUDIES

“Women Empowerment for Gender Equality Volume 2: Diverse
Initiatives from across the World,” edited by Ms. Anita Brandon
and published by Vernon Press, USA, is a collection of eight
articles contributed by authors of repute drawn from Asia,
Africa and North America.

The carefully selected articles focus on gender equality as seen
through the lens of women drawn from diverse segments of
society. Contributing authors have focused on challenges faced
by women as well as the solutions thereto. The range of issues
faced by women belonging to the marginalized caste and elderly
group in India, the immigrant women in the USA, as well as
women in Africa, is mind-boggling. The response of national
governments, civil society organizations and women themselves
has been documented in great detail by the contributing authors.
This volume definitely adds to the considerable body of literature
on women’s empowerment and gender equality. It is the focus
on solutions which set these writings apart.

A must-read for practitioners, activists and students alike.

Sunil Kumar

Prolific Writer on Policy Issues

Former Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of
India and now Visiting Faculty, Gokhale Institute of Politics and
Economics, Pune & Member, Pune International Centre, India

This volume brings together powerful voices and lived
experiences from across the globe, spotlighting how
women are transforming their realities through health
initiatives, education, entrepreneurship, social activism,
and legal reforms. From rural India to urban Kenya,
from the classrooms of Bangladesh to the legislative halls
of the U.S., these stories reveal the multiple layers of
struggle and strength that define the global movement for
gender equality. Drawing from regions as diverse as Iran,
Nigeria, and Latin America, the case studies dive deep
into the intersections of gender with caste, age, class, and
migration, showing how empowerment is not one-size-
fits-all, but built through cultural context, resilience, and
community.

At the heart of this collection is a bold call to action: to
rethink how we measure progress and to center women’s
realities in policymaking and advocacy. Whether
addressing reproductive health, digital entrepreneurship,
or the challenges of elderly and immigrant women, the
book highlights strategies that are as practical as they

are inspiring. Finally, it offers a rich, comparative lens
on how far we’ve come—and how much further we must
go—to achieve true gender equality.

About the editor

Prof. Dr. Anita Brandon is a Ph.D. in Social Science from the
University of Rajasthan, Jaipur, India and also has a PG Diploma

in Human Rights Law from the National Law School of India
University, Bangalore. She has been a ‘Professor of Practice’,
promoting Human Resource Development at several State and
National Training Institutions of eminence. Her areas of Research
and Training are: Mainstreaming Gender in Development,
Panchayati Raj, Decentralized Governance, Rural Development,
Tribal Development, Human Development and Human Rights. She
is a Member of the International Sociological Association-Research
Committee 32 on Women, Gender and Society. In her professional
experience spanning 40 years as a thought leader and mentor, she
has trained students, teachers, trainers, administrators, Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs) and elected representatives and officials of
PRIs. She has also been invited for Gender Sensitization Training

of Women Members of Parliament, Policy Planners and Senior
Government Officers. She has edited and authored several books,
journals and training publications. She has also been an expert
member of an Advisory Committee for Empowering Women Elected
Representatives of PRIs, constituted by the Ministry of Panchayati
Raj, Government of India, in 2023. She has been assisting UNFPA
India as a Senior Consultant, after her superannuation as a Professor
in July 2020 from the State Institute of Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj (SIRD&PR), Rajasthan, India. She holds equal
felicity in writing and speaking in English and Hindi and is a sought-
after expert for addressing participants in Conferences, Workshops,
and Trainings of reputed Organizations at the Global, National and
State Levels. She has facilitated many Training Projects supported by
UNDP, UNICEF, UN Women, UNFPA, The World Bank and SDC for
Capacity Building of PRIs and GRG- Gender Responsive Governance
in India. She is also a regular speaker on Mass Media - TV and
Radio, on areas of her interest.
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