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“Dharamsi and Zimmer have curated an impressive collection of essays on how Liberal Education and the concept of a modern university 
are interconnected.  From a principled defense of the values and ideals behind a liberal education to engaging storytelling of model 
practices and pedagogical approaches, this volume presents the reader with a continuous stream of fresh ideas.  The authors offer diverse 
and well-reasoned arguments for the value to society of an educated citizenry and provide wonderful perspectives on approaches to reach 
this goal.  A remarkable and extensive bibliography encourages the reader to pursue new avenues of scholarship while also allowing for 
the guilty pleasure of going down the rabbit hole to chase interesting philosophical, historical, or technical details.  This book is a must-
read for advocates of higher education as a pillar of modern democracy.”

Pedro L. Muíño, PhD – Professor of Chemistry, Saint Francis University, USA

The idea of the university and the idea of liberal education share a family 
resemblance. However, it is not always explicitly clear what they have in 
common and what differentiates them. This collection brings together 
arguments and reflections on the nature of the university and the place of 
liberal learning in the 21st century. It is divided into two parts. In the first 
part authors examine the values and ideals that shape our understanding 
of liberal learning and the university; in the second part authors consider 
pedagogies informing our practices, asking after what underlying 
presuppositions, when made explicit, guide our liberal education classrooms 
in higher education. Unique in its approaches, this volume includes defenses 
of liberal education’s intrinsic value, the commodification of some of its 
best ideals, as well as utilitarian defenses that challenge some orthodox 
conceptions of liberal learning and its justifications. Each in its own right 
understands liberal learning as essential to the defense of a democratic order. 
On the pedagogical side, included are essays that defend a view of liberal 
education from the vantage of STEM subjects, including architecture, as 
well as those we typically associate with the liberal arts. This volume will aid 

academics and students 
seeking to better grasp 
an understanding of 
liberal education, but also 
those seeking to advance 
their pedagogical ideas 
about liberal learning. 
Researchers and students 
in education, higher 
education and those 
interested in the liberal 
arts and sciences will 
find this volume a useful 
addition to their collection.
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