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Hollywood is a $40 billion annual business, one that is highly 
influential in culture. If we want to know who we are as individuals 
and a society, what we believe and what we value, we need to know 
and understand Hollywood and film. Make no mistake, Hollywood 
is neither philosophically, politically, nor morally neutral! Many 
studies demonstrate how movies “affect” us long before we have 
thought it through. In other words, Hollywood “smuggles” all 
kinds of ideas into our minds and hearts without us even knowing 
it. While Hollywood may be the biggest and most influential in 
the world, this book will demonstrate the growing international 
influence of film from India (Bollywood), Nigeria (Nollywood), 
Zimbabwe (Zollywood) and Yesilçam (Turkey).
‘Film, Philosophy and Religion’ explicitly and implicitly takes 
a philosophical approach to analyzing film theoretically and 
methodologically. There are topic and film-specific chapters that 
take a theological approach, and others that explore ideas like Affect, 
Axiology, Art Reflecting the Artist and Transcendence (Spirituality) 
of Film. Hermeneutics also have a central role in the book, including 
films based on biblical texts that act as interpretations of these 
texts and fill in the blanks (albeit speculatively by way of script and 
directors). Chapters also explore the philosophy of aesthetics and 
film realism which end with theology, while other chapters explore 
the incompatibility of science with religion, as well as a chapter on 
the timely topic of rape in Turkish film. The book’s scope goes from 
the “Horror of Evil in Ridley Scott’s Alien Universe” to “Love Can 
Thaw a Frozen Heart: The Philosophy of Love in the Frozen Films” 
(Disney Princess Narratives).
This book represents international films and scholars. The diverse 
perspectives from theist to atheist—and everything in-between—
are sure to spark thinking and generate talking points that provide 
something for everyone in an accessible format. It will be of great 
interest to university students and professors, scholars, seminaries, 
and the general public.
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