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Women have fulfilled film roles that exhibit their historically 
subservient or sexualised positions in society, among others. 
Over the decades, the gender identity of women has fluctuated 
to include powerful women, emotionally strong women, 
lesbian women, and even neurologically atypical women. 
These identities reflect the change in societal norms and what 
is now acknowledged as more likely and more mainstream.  
The evolution of society’s views of women can be mapped 
through these roles; from 1950’s America where women were 
depicted as the counterpart to male characters and their 
masculinity either as a threat or support to the patriarchal 
norms; to more recent times, where these norms have been 
questioned, challenged, deconstructed and reconstructed to 
include women in a more equitable balance. The fight for equal 
access, equal pay and equal standing still exists in all walks of 
life and different cultures requiring continued scrutiny of the 
norms that made that fight necessary. 
The essays offer a unique vantage of the changing culture 
and conversations that allowed, encouraged, and praised 
an evolution of women’s roles. They strive to represent the 
issues faced by women, from the early heyday of Hollywood 
through to films as recent as 2007; examining depictions of the 
masculine gaze, mental and physical oppression, the mother 
figure, as well as how these roles may develop in the future. 
The book contains valuable material for film students at an 
undergraduate or post-graduate level, as well as scholars from 
a range of disciplines including cultural studies, media studies, 
film studies and women’s and gender studies. 
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