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Rise, like lions after slumber 

In unvanquishable number! 

Shake your chains to earth like dew 

Which in sleep had fallen on you:  

Ye are many - they are few! 

Percy Bysshe Shelley 
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1. 

Introduction 

The intent of this contribution is twofold. First, to show that there has been a 

dominant social order in place whose roots go back to the first stratified soci-

eties in the Near and Middle East (foremost Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia) 

about 5,500 years ago. Second, to put forward the notion that a fundamental-

ly different social order is conceivable. The former is termed the social domi-

nance paradigm while the latter is the peace paradigm.1 

The social dominance and the peace paradigm are mutually exclusive as 

they very differently define the human condition, the relation to nature and 

nature itself as well as how to organize anything from the workplace to entire 

societies. This incompatibility determines the substantial contrast between 

which type of economic, political and social actions are respectively incentiv-

ized and inherently preferred. Discussing two complex social orders then 

inevitably entails a number of key disciplines including sociology, political 

sciences, economics, psychology and anthropology. The ideas advanced here 

are not based on the presumption to know better than the respective special-

ists but are rather rooted in more general, interdisciplinary themes that high-

light the intertwined nature of social, political, economic and organizational 

factors. 

The basic premise of the social dominance paradigm is that the first strati-

fied, hierarchically structured societies not only broke with hundreds of thou-

sands of years of how humans organized themselves but that this systemic 

shift institutionalized a set of key principles that negatively affect humanity to 

this day. The latter foremost include the defining reliance on hierarchic, cen-

tralized control and coordination as well as a negative rendering of the hu-

man condition; specifically how a dominant minority, in this case early dem-

ocratic reformers in England in the 17th century, typically has viewed “the 

people” as mostly selfish, lazy and violent, as “in grosse, being a monster, an 

unweildy, rude bulke of no use.”2 Or, as Adam Smith reasons in An Inquiry 

into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, the poor masses are ruled 

by their “hatred of labour [sic] and the love of present ease and enjoyment,” 

which he viewed as “the passions which prompt to invade property.”3 
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Fig. 1.1 A Brief Overview of the Social Dominance Paradigm (Source: Author). 

 

In polar opposite, the peace paradigm relies on an evidence-based interpre-

tation of the H. sapiens’ genetically manifested capacities and motivations 

(above and beyond self-interest), combined with the benefits of non-

hierarchic, decentralized organization and control.  

 

Fig. 1.2 The Peace Paradigm at a Glance (Source: Author). 

 

The overarching argument here is that not only does the social dominance 

paradigm’s narrative incorrectly portray the (pre-civilization) natural state of 
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interdependencies between human nature and how human (inter-)action are 

organized allows for a fundamentally different and, as is posited here, better 

social order. 

The notion of a new order is clearly not new. America’s founding fathers, for 
instance, envisioned a novus ordo seclorum (a new order of the ages). As such, 
this reading of an apparently new order allows for a precise location in space 
and time, indicating when and where the old order ended and the new com-
menced: Philadelphia (PA), July 4, 1776. The issue, however, is that even 
though it is patently true (and very welcome) that the American Revolution to 
a certain degree broke with precedent and brought forth crucial advance-
ments such as the separation of powers, fair and free elections as well as a 
legal framework based on “unalienable rights,” it is the underlying contention 
here that the implied old order largely remained structurally intact and was 
merely modified in places.4 

Typically, the presumed indicators of systemic change foremost include 
novel types of government that seemingly break with the past and go together 
with different economic settings. So far this, very broadly speaking, has most-
ly entailed moving away from nondemocratic towards representative demo-
cratic configurations as well as establishing economies that bear the hall-
marks of modern, industrialized capitalism. Perhaps the best known classifi-
cation of the shift from one order to another is Immannuel Wallerstein’s take 
on a 500 year old “modern world-system,” going back to the social and eco-
nomic reorientations of Europe in the 16th century during the phase of proto-
industrialization and the then growing unease with systems of feudal domi-

nance.5 

Wallerstein relies on the notion that the category of a world-system is not 
merely descriptive but rather functions as an “appropriate unit of analysis.”6 
Echoes thereof can be found elsewhere including, for instance, the “20th 
century Industrial Dominant Social Paradigm” and the “dominant western 
worldview” which inter alia rest on the conviction that the H. sapiens is “fun-
damentally different from all other creatures on earth over which they have 
dominion,” as Lester W. Milbrath and Barbara V. Fisher write in Environmen-

talists: Vanguard for a New Society.
7
 

In extension as well as in contrast to Wallerstein’s proposed world-system 
the main ideas put forward here are more in line with Andre G. Frank and 
Barry K. Gills’ position foremost discussed in The World System: Five Hundred 

Years or Five Thousand? There they posit that the still dominant world sys-
tem’s roots can be traced back to the first stratified civilizations in the Near 
and Middle East about 5,000 to 5,500 years ago.8 This order has remained 
highly influential over the course of more than five millennia as it continues 
to determine social structures that have been causally responsible for a broad 
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range of economic, political, social and environmental defects ever since 
their inception. In many ways the principles, norms, value and evaluation 
frameworks of this order have continuously consolidated a specific version of 
reality that prevents the realization of something not only fundamentally 

different but also more advantageous. 

As it is understood here the ruling order consists of several defining layers, 
the most fundamental of which is a particular mode of principal-subordinate 
hierarchic organization where control and coordination are centralized, and 
in any given population, rest in the hands of a small minority. By itself, this 
may appear to amount to little more than an organizational template. In fact, 
though, hierarchic organization inherently comprises specific values and 
evaluation principles that together forge a paradigm which consist of various 
forms of domination. The resultant social dominance paradigm rests on a 
number of sociopolitical and socioeconomic features which are very good at 
maximizing the self-interest of a small minority of powerholders who sit atop 
the social hierarchy, regularly to the detriment of everyone and everything 
else.9 The term powerholder is used here as a shorthand to indicate any com-
bination of socioeconomic and sociopolitical power which typically, but not 
necessarily, comes with high social status.10 

Despite of the H. sapiens’ individual and collective brain power, highly spe-
cialized knowledge and occasional wisdom humanity ostensibly faces deep 
and lasting social, political, economic and environmental calamities. The 
stance put forward here holds that many standard examinations of these 
challenges tend to be inherently flawed with respect to three key compo-
nents. The first can be subsumed under the heading of government. As part of 
discussions of democracy, its weaknesses and even the complete lack thereof 
(there are, after all, only roughly two dozen fully fledged democracies in exist-
ence today), the democracies in question are representative democracies 

which are upheld as the non plus ultra.11 The problem, however, is that alt-
hough in representative democracies politicians are voted into positions 
power this centrally continues to imply that there are few, if any, true struc-
tural differences between forms representative democracy and outright non-
democratic types of government: A (elected or unelected) minority rules over 
a large majority.12 As a consequence, both theory and evidence indicate that 
at least some degree of oligarchy appears to be a foregone conclusion.13 Real 
democracy in the Athenian sense where all participate equally, every voter 
simultaneously is a legislator and where the people actually (i.e., legally) hold 

the political power is virtually never considered.14  

Second, when the economy is the focal point various versions of mostly 
capitalism are compared either with each other or with precursors such as 
mercantilism or supposed alternatives like socialism and communism. What 
is often overlooked, though, are ancient value and evaluation principles that 
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ex ante determine which economic activities are incentivized, which are tak-
en into account and how they are taken into account. The position put for-
ward here holds that the common denominator throughout the ages has been 
the (near-)exclusion of social and environmental costs, as part of which, for 
instance, economic success measured in terms of, say, modern-day profita-
bility can readily materialize on the back of substantial social costs and envi-

ronmental devastation.  

Peace, the third core aspect, is perhaps the single most significant while 
simultaneously being the haziest of the three, the simple reason being that we 
live in a world where violence and war consistently play a highly influential 
role. Lasting peace and the absence of violence of any kind often seems elu-
sive. Even though peace is typically seen as desirable, violence and war are 
regularly accepted as unavoidable expressions of human nature. This tends to 
misconstrue not only the natural state of the human condition but arguably 
also ignores the specifics of a social construct that actively embraces the use 

of violent means as necessary and even rational in the first place.15  

Combined, the factors of representative (or limited) democracy, unsustain-
able economic approaches as well as the inclusion of violence and war as 
legitimate options then create a particular version of social reality which, as is 
argued here throughout, appears to be regularly harmful with respect to its 
sociopolitical and socioeconomic impact. In addition, as Naomi Oreskes and 
Eric M. Conway exemplarily reason in The Collapse of Western Civilization, 
humanity even seems to increasingly move towards a state of total dysfunc-

tion, brought on by large scale environmental destruction.16 

This book has two parts. Part I provides a comprehensive discussion of the 
defining principles of the social dominance paradigm and shows that a wide 
range of repercussions, inherently rooted in the defectiveness of hierarchic 
organization with centralized control and coordination, appear to be inevita-
ble and unavoidable. Part II focuses on the core characteristics of the peace 
paradigm and introduces its three most important pragmatic applications: 
Real democracy, sustainability and peace. Peace not only gives the peace 
paradigm its name but is also understood as more than the mere absence of 
violence and war. Peace is a comprehensively complex social, political and 
economic concept which rests on specific values and rules. Peace is about 
“positive, constructive relations among people and nations” who all live on 

what can and should be a “sustainable planet.”17 

It has to be emphasized that this contribution is necessarily very much in-
complete and even the attempt to cover the disparate issues raised here 
comes perilously close to hubris. Still, this book is neither a detailed manual 
nor does it contribute any grand plans. Its purpose is to provide an impetus 
and as such it neither espouses any -isms nor does it adhere to a particular 
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school of thought or political orientation. A key underlying assumption 
throughout is that any transformative change from one order to another 
would be part of self-selecting, evolutionary dynamics that are indicative of 
competence: The capability to devise political, economic and overall social 
systems that are sufficiently advanced for a complex, non-simple reality is the 
yardstick with which the achievements of the H. sapiens need to be meas-

ured. 

Notes 

 

1 The underlying reasoning is partly informed by previous research that focused on 
some of the features discussed here, albeit in the much more limited context of the firm 
(foremost the impact of hierarchic vs. non-hierarchic organization). See: Holz (2012). 
2 Morgan (1989), p.76. Quoted in: Manow (2010), p.39. See: e.g., Pinker (2011). 
3 Smith (1776), Book V, Chapter I, Part II, p.73. 
4 See: Jefferson, et al. (1776), See also: e.g., Washington, et al. (1787/1789). 
5 See: Wallerstein (1976), pp.229-233. 
6 Wallerstein (2009), p.13. 
7 Milbrath and Fisher (1984), p.8. 
8 See: Frank and Gills (1992) & (1996/2006).  
9 See: e.g., Pratto, et al. (2006), Sidanius, et al. (2004). 
10 See: Kipnis (1976), 
11 See: EIU (2015). 
12 See: e.g., Morgan (1989). 
13 See: Michels (1911/2009), Winters (2011). 
14 See: Bryan (2004), Bryan and McClaughry (1989), EIU (2015), Foa and Mounk (2016), 
Ober (1989), Raaflaub, et al. (2007). 
15 See: e.g., Fearon (1995). 
16 See: e.g., Oreskes and Conway (2014), Turner (2014). 
17 Deutsch and Coleman (2012), p.2. See also: Coleman (2012). 
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