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Editors’ Comments 

Events in Ukraine, marked by Russia’s invasion campaign of this country in 

February 2022, became an unforeseen circumstance for many. Even though 

relations between the two countries deteriorated in 2014, few could have 

imagined the culmination would be a real war. 

Russia and Ukraine are the two most extensive former Soviet republics in size 

and population. Russia’s desire to continue to dominate the post-Soviet space 

and Ukraine’s desire to integrate into the European space led to progress from 

disagreement to active confrontation. 

The international community, perhaps not at the proper level, responded to 

the events in Eastern Europe. In short, the West subjected Russia to harsh 

economic sanctions while assisting Ukraine simultaneously. 

The Ukrainian conflict could not but affect other former republics of the Soviet 

Union, in particular the Central Asian and the South Caucasus regions. Given the 

close relations of the countries of the region with both Russia and Ukraine, as well 

as the reaction of the world community to current events, all regional countries 

mentioned in this book, either forced or by their national interests, began to 

adjust their international political and economic perceptions and expectations. 

Even though two years have passed since Russia’s intervention, some factors 

influencing regional security in light of the Russo-Ukraine war are already 

observed. It would be interesting to analyze how relations with other regional 

and non-regional actors in international relations were affected.  

This book is the first to provide an in-depth understanding of the major 

geopolitical impacts of the Russo-Ukraine war in the Eurasian region. It 

encompasses topics like energy security, renewed intraregional cooperation 

formats, the rising influence of external actors, such as China and Turkey, and 

the growing importance of non-state actors like the Organization of Turkic 

States in the wake of Russia’s all-out war against Ukraine since 2022. 

The book argues that Russia’s dangerous war games in Ukraine have 

dramatically changed the perception of threat in Europe since the Cold War era 

as Russia, under the rule of Vladimir Putin, had become obsessed with using 

hard power to restore the Cold War era security architecture in Europe. From 

Russia’s point of view, the West’s aggressive enlargement toward its borders in 

the north and south is an attempt to exert more influence on it and undermine 
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its national interests. In this regard, the collective West is stuck with the 

sanctions policy to isolate Russia amid its devastating war in Ukraine and 

mounting casualties and is keen to make additional inroads into the critically 

essential and energy-rich Caspian Sea basin through Central Asian and South 

Caucasus regions.  

Considering the wider impact of the Russo-Ukraine War, chapters will discuss 

the point of view of the Caucasus and Central Asian states, providing much-

needed context for readers. As editors of this book, we believe that it will be of 

interest to students and scholars of international relations, political science, 

gender studies, international and national security, and public politics. 
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nad Bezpieczeństwem 1, no. 6 (2016): 47. 

Jinping, X. “Xi Jinping’s speech at Nazarbayev University in Kazakhstan.” 
Central Government Portal. 2013. http://www.gov.cn/ldhd/2013-09/08/content 
_2483565.htm. 

Jones, Lee, and Shahar Hameiri. “Debunking the Myth of ‘Debt-Trap 
Diplomacy’: How Recipient Countries Shape China’s Belt and Road Initiative.” 
Chatham House, 2020. https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/ 
2020-08-25-debunking-myth-debt-trap-diplomacy-jones-hameiri.pdf. 

Jones, Peter. “Russia’s War Against Ukraine and the Future of Kazakhstan’s 
Foreign Policy.” Journal of International Affairs 75, no. 2 (2023). https://www. 
jstor.org/stable/10.2307/27231739. 

Kapital.kz. “Caspian Pipeline Consortium.” https://kapital.kz/info/kaspiyskiy-
truboprovodnyy-konsortsium. 

Kassenova, Nargis. “China’s Silk Road and Kazakhstan’s Bright Path: Linking 
Dreams of Prosperity.” Asia Policy: National Bureau of Asian Research 24, no. 
1 (2017): 110–116. https://doi.org/10.1353/asp.2017.0028. 

Kassenova, Nargis. “Central Asia’s Balancing Act.” Journal of Democracy 33, no. 
2 (April 2022): 32–46. https://muse.jhu.edu/article/893906. 

Katerina. “Прежде Всего это Оружие. Зачем Минску Членство в Движении 
Неприсоединения.” Свобода, August 22, 2021. https://www.svoboda.org/a/ 
prezhde-vsego-eto-oruzhie-zachem-minsku-chlenstvo-v-dvizhenii-neprisoedi 
neniya/31422773.html.  

KazTag. “Kazakhstan Abstained from Voting at the UN on Withdrawal of 
Russian Troops from Ukraine.” February 24, 2023. https://kaztag.kz/en/news/ 
kazakhstan-abstained-from-voting-at-the-un-on-withdrawal-of-russian-
troops-from-ukraine. 

KazTag. “The CSTO Called Russia’s Role Decisive in the Transfer of Troops to 
Kazakhstan in January 2022.” February 15, 2023. https://kaztag.kz/ru/news/ 



Bibliography  117 

 
v-odkb-nazvali-rol-rossii-reshayushchey-pri-perebroske-voysk-v-kazakhstan-
v-yanvare-2022-goda. 

Keddie, Patrick. “What’s Turkey’s Role in the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict?” Al 
Jazeera, October 30, 2020. https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/10/30/ 
whats-turkeys-role-in-the-nagorno-karabakh-conflict. 

Khalilov, V. (2023, June 28). Azerbaijan sets up new interstate council with 
Kyrgyzstan. Azernews. https://www.azernews.az/nation/196069.html. 

Kim, Laura. “The Other January 6.” Foreign Policy, January 5, 2023. https://foreign 
policy.com/2023/01/05/kazakhstan-bloody-january-violence-tokayev-
nazarbayev-conspiracy-protest/. 

Kizilay, Shenay. “The Results of the Central Asia-EU Summit.” Ankara Center for 
Crisis and Policy Studies, June 21, 2023. ankasam.org/the-results-of-the-
central-asia-eu-summit/?lang=en. 

Koltuk, Ozan. “Rosatom Genel Müdürü Likhaçev’den Çarpıcı Açıklama: ABD 
Akkuyu Projesini Engellemeye Çalışıyor.” TR Haber, 2024. https://www.trhaber. 
com/ekonomi/rosatom-genel-muduru-likhacevden-carpici-aciklama-abd-
akkuyu-projesini-engellemeye-calisiyor-h852511.html. 

Kondratyev, V. “Kazakhstan nachnet eksportevat’ neft’ po nefteprovodu Baku–
Tbilisi–Dzhейhan.” Caspian Geo, October 2022. http://casp-geo.ru/strong-
kazahstan-nachnet-eksportirovat-neft-po-nefteprovodu-baku-tbilisi-dzhejhan 
-strong/. 

Konyrova, Karlygash. “Will Kazakhstan Get Involved in the War in Ukraine Through 
the CSTO: Akorda Gave a Clear Signal.” Inbusiness.kz, October 3, 2022. https:// 
inbusiness.kz/ru/last/vvyazhetsya-li-kazahstan-v-vojnu-v-ukraine-po-linii-
odkb-akorda-dala-chetkij-signal. 

Kremlin. “President of Russia: Russia Calling! Investment Forum.” Russian 
Presidential Executive Office, 2021. http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/ 
news/67241. 

Kremlin. “President of Russia: Trips.” Russian Presidential Executive Office, 
January 3, 2024. http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/trips/. 

Kumenov, Almaz. “Russia Blocks Kazakhstan’s Main Outlet for Oil Exports.” 
Eurasianet, July 6, 2022. https://eurasianet.org/russia-blocks-kazakhstans-
main-outlet-for-oil-exports. 

Kumenov, Almaz. “Russia Blocks Kazakhstan’s Main Outlet for Oil Exports.” 
Eurasianet, July 6, 2022. https://eurasianet.org/russia-blocks-kazakhstans-
main-outlet-for-oil-exports. 

Kuzmin, Nikolay. “Sredinnyy Koridor: v Poiskakh Pyatogo Elementa.” Turan 
Press, June 8, 2023. https://turanpress.kz/politika-i-vlast/7582-sredinnyi-
koridor-v-poiskah-pjatogo-elementa.html. 

Lawless, Jill. “Global Impact: 5 Ways the War in Ukraine Has Changed the 
World.” Associated Press, February 2023. https://apnews.com/article/russia-
ukraine-war-5-things-c183ddfe6c140393464d3e0c3828c328. 



118   Bibliography 

 
Li, Mingjiang. “From Look-West to Act-West: Xinjiang’s Role in China–Central 

Asian Relations.” Journal of Contemporary China 25, no. 100 (2016): 515–528. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/10670564.2015.1132753. 

Lillis, Joanna. “China, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan Sign Landmark Railroad Deal.” 
Eurasianet, September 2022. https://eurasianet.org/china-kyrgyzstan-
uzbekistan-sign-landmark-railroad-deal. 

Liszkowska, Dominika. “Polityka Turcji wobec Rosji i Ukrainy w Kontekście 
Zbrojnego Konfliktu Rosyjsko-Ukraińskiego.” Rocznik Instytutu Europy 
Środkowo-Wschodniej 20, no. 4 (2022): 258. https://doi.org/10.36874/RIESW. 
2022.4.10. 

Lobell, Steven E. “Structural Realism/Offensive and Defensive Realism.” In The 
International Studies Encyclopedia. Wiley-Blackwell, 2010, 6652. 

Makhmudov, Rustam. “Vneshnyaya politika sovremennogo Uzbekistana.” 
Rossiia i Novaia 1 (2021): 121–134. https://doi.org/10.20542/2073-4786-2021-
1-121-134. 

McCarthy, Steven. “Chinese Ambassador Sparks European Outrage over 
Suggestion Former Soviet States Don’t Exist.” CNN, April 25, 2023. https://www. 
cnn.com/2023/04/24/china/china-ambassador-lu-shaye-baltic-soviet-states 
-europe-intl-hnk. 

McDonald, Joe. “Why China Is Trying to Mediate in Russia’s War with Ukraine.” 
Associated Press, April 27, 2023. https://apnews.com/article/china-russia-
ukraine-2970bea530e821a4ed2155a8bcc23980. 

McGowan, A. “The Middle Corridor: A Renaissance in Global Commerce.” 
RAND Corporation, March 2024. https://www.rand.org/pubs/commentary/ 
2024/03/the-middle-corridor-a-renaissance-in-global-commerce.html. 

Mendelson, Sarah E. “The View from Above: An Insider’s Take on Clinton’s 
Russia Policy.” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2002. https://www.foreignaffairs. 
com/reviews/review-essay/2002-07-01/view-above-insiders-take-clintons-
russia-policy. https://doi.org/10.2307/20033247. 

Ministry for Communities, Territories and Infrastructure Development of Ukraine. 
“Oleksandr Kubrakov: Involving Business in Ukraine’s Recovery Is One of the 
Strategic Objectives of Cooperation with Türkiye.” 2024. https://www.kmu.gov.ua 
/en/news/oleksandr-kubrakov-zaluchennia-biznesu-do-vidnovlennia-ukrainy-
odna-zi-stratehichnykh-zadach-spivpracti-z-turechchynoiu.  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China. Diplomatic 
Agenda, 2022. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjdt_665385/wsrc_66539 
5/. 

Ministry of Health Policy. “Kazakhstan Sent Humanitarian Medicine Aid to 
Ukraine.” March 14, 2022. https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/dsm/press 
/news/details/339979?lang=ru. 

Mirzakhmedova, D., S. Ismailkhodjaev, and K. Fayzieva. “Following China’s 
Export of Sanctioned Goods through Central Asia to Russia.” The Diplomat, 
January 9, 2024. https://thediplomat.com/2024/01/following-chinas-export-
of-sanctioned-goods-through-central-asia-to-russia/. 



Bibliography  119 

 
Mirziyoyev, Shavkat. Poslanie Prezidenta Respubliki Uzbekistan Olij Mazhlisu, 

December 29, 2020. https://president.uz/ru/lists/view/4057. 
Muratalieva, Nargiza. “Kyrgyzstan’s Path to Peak Repayments to China: Context 

and Dilemmas.” The Diplomat, August 3, 2023. https://thediplomat.com/2023/ 
08/kyrgyzstans-path-to-peak-repayments-to-china-context-and-dilemmas/. 

National News Agency of Uzbekistan. “Informaciya o dvadcat’ chetvertom 
plenarnom zasedanii Senata Olij Mazhlisa Respubliki Uzbekistan.” March 17, 
2022. https://uza.uz/ru/posts/informaciya-o-dvadcat-chetvertom-plenarnom 
-zasedanii-senata-oliy-mazhlisa-respubliki-uzbekistan_356298. 

Nazarbayev, Nursultan. “Strategy of establishment and development of 
Kazakhstan as a sovereign state.” The Chronicles of a Leader. 2010: 76-77.  

Nelson, Haley. “Turkmenistan to Join the Organization of Turkic States.” 
Caspian Policy Center, 2022. https://www.caspianpolicy.org/research/security 
-and-politics-program-spp/turkmenistan-to-join-the-organization-of-turkic-
states. 

New Silk Road Discovery. “Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey Signed 
a Roadmap for Developing the Middle Corridor for 2022–2027.” 2023. https:// 
newsilkroaddiscovery.com/kazakhstan-Azerbaijan-Georgia-and-turkey-signed 
-a-roadmap-for-the-development-of-the-middle-corridor-for-2022-2027/. 
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Ülkeler IEşbirliği Konseyi.” Uluslararası Hukuk ve Politika 9, no. 36 (2013): 55–
56. 

Terzioglu, Süleyman Sırrı. 56, 2013. 
The Astana Times. “C5+1: US’ enhanced engagement with Central Asia.” October 

2023. https://astanatimes.com/2023/10/c51-us-enhanced-engagement-with-
central-asia/ 

The Moscow Times. “Tokayev told Putin about Kazakhstan’s reluctance to build 
a new Soviet Union.” May 2023. https://www.moscowtimes.ru/2023/05/25/ 
tokaev-zayavil-putinu-o-nezhelanii-kazahstana-stroit-novii-sovetskii-soyuz 
-a44042 

TRACECA. “Situated in the vicinity of the regions of Azerbaijan, the new port in 
Alat will increase its connectivity as an efficient transportation hub and the 
volume of cargo being handled.” October 2018. http://www.traceca-
org.org/bg/news/single-news/n/situated_in_the_vicinity_of_the_regions_ 
of_azerbaijan_the_new_port_in_alat_will_increase_its_connec/ 

Trotsenko, Petr. “How Almaty Residents Supported Ukraine.” Azattyq.org, March 
6, 2022. https://rus.azattyq.org/a/kazakhstan-almaty-ukraine-antiwar-rally-
reportage-2022-03-06/31738835.html. 



Bibliography  125 

 
Turkish Statistical Institute. “House sales statistics.” December 2022. https:// 

data.tuik.gov.tr/Bulten/Index?p=House-Sales-Statistics-December-2022-495 
26&dil=2 

Turkish Statistical Institute. “House sales statistics.” December 2024. https:// 
data.tuik.gov.tr/Bulten/Index?p=House-Sales-Statistics-December-2023-
49516 

Türkiye Cumhuriyet Merkez Bankası. “Tüketici fiyatları.” 2022 https://www. 
tcmb.gov.tr/wps/wcm/connect/TR/TCMB+TR/Main+Menu/Istatistikler/En
flasyon+Verileri/Tuketici+Fiyatlari 

Türkiye Ekonomi Politikaları Araştırma Vakfı (TEPAV). “2022 yılında Türkiye’de 
kurulan Rus ortaklı şirketlerin sayısı 177’den 1363’e yükseldi.” 2023. https:// 
www.tepav.org.tr/tr/haberler/s/10551 

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Foreign Agricultural Service. “Ukraine 
Agricultural Production and Trade.” April 2022. https://www.fas.usda.gov/ 
sites/default/files/2022-04/Ukraine-Factsheet-April2022.pdf. 

Umarov, Temur. “Russia and Central Asia: Never closer, or drifting apart?” 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 2023. https://carnegieendowment. 
org/politika/88698 

Umarov, Temur. “Kazakhstan is breaking out of Russia’s grip.” September 2022. 
Foreign Policy. https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/16/kazakhstan-russia-
ukraine-war/ 

Unver, Deniz. “China in Central Asia.” Eurasian Center for Strategic Studies, May 
2, 2023. https://avim.org.tr/Blog/CHINA-IN-CENTRAL-ASIA-02-05-2023. 

Vanderhill, Rachel, Sandra F. Joireman, and Rekhviashvili Tulepbayeva. 
“Between the Bear and the Dragon: Multivectors in Kazakhstan as a Model 
Strategy for Secondary Powers.” International Affairs 96, no. 4 (2020): 975–
993. https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iiaa061. 

Vanderhill, Rachel, Sandra F. Joireman, and Roza Tulepbayeva. “Between the 
Bear and the Dragon: Multivectorism in Kazakhstan as a Model Strategy for 
Secondary Powers.” International Affairs 96, no. 4 (2020): 975–993. https://doi. 
org/10.1093/ia/iiaa061. 

Vieira, Alena Vysotskaya Guedes. “Eurasian Integration: Elite Perspectives 
Before and After the Ukraine Crisis.” Post-Soviet Affairs 32, no. 6 (2015): 566–
80. https://doi.org/10.1080/1060586X.2015.1118200. 

Waltz, Kenneth N. “The Origins of War in Neorealist Theory.” The Journal of 
Interdisciplinary History 18, no. 4 (1988): 616. https://doi.org/10.2307/204817. 

Xinhua. “Full text of Xi Jinping’s keynote speech at China-Central Asia summit.” 
May 2023. https://english.www.gov.cn/news/202305/19/content_WS646705 
9dc6d03ffcca6ed305.html. 

Xinhua. “China-Central Asia summit has milestone significance: Spokesperson.” 
May 2023. https://english.news.cn/20230508/f7373a7c52e44d358951411d6c 
c20e80/c.html. 

Yasevi, Cagla. “Examining the Organization of Turkic States: A Teacher and 
Norm-Creator.” Perceptions Journal 27, no. 1 (2022): 20–21. 



126   Bibliography 

 
Yau, Nathan, and Dan Van Der Kley. “The Growth, Adaptation and Limitations 

of Chinese Private Security Companies in Central Asia.” The Oxus Society for 
Central Asian Affairs, 2020. https://oxussociety.org/wp-content/uploads/ 
2020/10/the-growth-adaptation-and-limitations-of-chinese-private-security-
companies-in-central-asia.pdf. 

Yılmaz, Salih. “Rusya-Ukrayna Savaşı’nın Düğümü Türkiye Aracılığıyla Çözülür 
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